
About 42,000 Medicaid pa-
tients in Broward County
and 37,000 others will have
their health care disrupted
because the largest HMO in
Florida’s Medicaid reform
experiment is dropping out,
health officials said Thurs-
day.

The reform, started by
then-Gov. Jeb Bush in 2006,
moved almost all Medicaid
patients in Broward and the
Jacksonville area into HMO-
style plans, aiming to trim
the state’s $16 billion Medi-
caid budget and improve
care.

Wellcare’s departure May
1 means that 40 percent of
the 200,000 low-incomepa-
tients in the reform must
choose a new insurer and
likely must find new doctors. 

“There will be some dis-
ruption, some heartache, no
doubt about that,” said Jo-
seph S. Rogers, a vice presi-
dent at tax-assisted North
Broward Hospital District, a
partner in a competing
health plan. “It’s never good
to have 40,000 members
have to move.”

Advocacy groups have
heavily criticized the HMO
experiment, saying patients
get spotty care, cannot find
specialists and do not get
enough help choosing the
most suitable plan.

In other areas, including
Palm Beach County, patients
can see any doctor or pro-
vider accepting Medicaid, or 

STATE MEDICAID REFORM
TEST LOSING LARGEST HMO

By Bob LaMendola
STAFF WRITER
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Wellcare covers 42,000 patients in Broward and 37,000 elsewhere
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Levinson Jewelers, a fine jewelry purveyor for 25 years,
decided it wanted to join the revival of Las Olas Boule-
vard in downtown Fort Lauderdale.

Levinson recently moved its flagship store from Plan-
tation to 888 E. Las Olas Blvd., to better serve its growing
and discerning clientele. 

The high-end jeweler’s reputation has made it one of
the top independent jewelers nationwide. It’s also a fa-
vorite among professional athletes and celebrities who
live in South Florida.

“Las Olas is a very exciting and amazing street with
the potential to be up there with any of the finest [shop-
ping] streets in the U.S.,” co-owner Mark Levinson said
this week.

However, the economic slump took a toll on the city
corridor last year as merchants closed or relocated. A
turnaround has begun with the opening of new restau-

rants and retailers.
The boulevard’s growth prospects

as well as its beauty and tourist ap-
peal made it an attractive choice for
relocation, Levinson said.

The downtown store held an
opening reception Thursday but ac-
tually started serving customers in
late December.“Any time I’m
looking for a beautiful, special piece,
I come here,” said longtime cus-
tomer Debra Lynn, of Fort Lauder-
dale, while shopping at the new
store this week.

Levinson and his wife, Robin,
started the business in 1983 from a
small booth in a Plantation jewelry
exchange. They later took over the 

RESURRECTION STREET

By Arlene Satchell
STAFF WRITER
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High-end stores such as Levinson Jewelers are leading the return to Las Olas Boulevard. Mark and Robin Levinson, left, recently moved
their flagship store from Plantation. At right, Debra Lynn of Fort Lauderdale considers a ring.

Joe Cavaretta, Sun Sentinel
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YOUR INVESTMENTS

▲ Dow 8,063.07 (+106.41)

▲ S&P500 845.85 (+13.62)

▲ NASDAQ 1,546.24 (+31.19)

▲ Toronto 8,860.98 (+167.89)

▲ Oil $41.17/bbl. (+$0.85)

▼ 10-yr note 2.90% (-0.01%)
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Excellence and dedication to quali-
ty service separates the 2008 Excal-
ibur Award winners from their
competitors.

Roofing company owners Rob
and Deborah Kornahrens, devel-
oper Joel Altman, private jet parts
supplier Armando Leighton Jr. and
general contractor Dale Hedrick
were awarded the Sun Sentinel
Co.’s top business honor Thursday
evening.

The Excaliburs, recognizing
business achievement and civic
contribution in South Florida, were
presented at the Boca Raton Resort
& Club.

Rob and Deborah Kornahrens,
founders of Advanced Roofing in
Fort Lauderdale, won the award in
Broward County; Altman, head of
Boca Raton-based Altman Cos.,
took the honors in Palm Beach
County. Small-business leadership
awards went to Leighton, founder
and chief executive of Fort Lauder-
dale-based CRS Jet Spares, and He-
drick, president of Hedrick Broth-
ers Construction in West Palm
Beach.

The Kornahrenses have built Ad-
vanced Roofing into one of the larg-
est roofing companies in the South-
east by planning ahead and taking
smart risks. The company, founded
in 1983, employs 350 people and

earned an estimated $85 million in
revenue last year.

The duo has volunteered with
Habitat for Humanity and raised
money for local charities, including
the South Florida chapter of the Na-
tional Multiple Sclerosis Society
and Kids in Distress.

“This is an honor,” said Rob Kor-
nahrens. He thanked his wife, who 

A cut above the competition

Josh Ritchie, special to the Sun Sentinel

The Sun-Sentinel Excalibur Award winners are, from left, Rob Kornahrens and his
wife and business partner Deborah, founders of Advanced Roofing; Joel Altman,
head of Altman Cos.; Armando Leighton Jr., founder of CRS Jet Spares; and Dale
Hedrick, president of Hedrick Brothers Construction.

2008 Excalibur Award
honors business and
civic achievements
By Jaclyn Giovis
STAFF WRITER

Coming Sunday
Profiles of all the 2008 Excalibur
Award winners. In Your Money
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Broward County’s lowest regular gas prices
Shell 501 E. Atlantic Blvd., Pompano Beach $1.89

Hess 3053 N. Ocean Blvd., Oakland Park $1.91
Texaco 9970 W. Oakland Park Blvd., Sunrise $1.92
Cumberland
Farms

2526 Sheridan St., Hollywood $1.92

U-Gas 3591 W. Sunrise Blvd., Fort Lauderdale $1.92

Palm Beach County’s lowest regular gas prices
BJ’s 1540 W. Boynton Beach Blvd., Boynton Beach $1.97

Hess 14624 S. Military Trail, Delray Beach $1.98
Murphy
USA 16211 S. Military Trail, Delray Beach $1.98

Shell 111 SE 15th Ave., Boynton Beach $1.99
Sunoco 19775 Hampton Drive, Boca West $1.99

Source: miamigasprices.com

NOTE TO READERS: Prices do not include all gas stations in
each county and are updated frequently. For the most
up-to-date gas prices, visit SunSentinel.com/helpteam

— Steve Coate

HELP TEAM » GAS WATCHh

MORTGAGES

30-year rates edge higher
Rates on 30-year-fixed mortgages climbed this
week, Freddie Mac said Thursday.

5.25%
Average for a 30-year,
fixed mortgage this
week

5.10%
Average for a 30-year,
fixed mortgage last
week

— The Associated Press

Levinson
Jewelers
Business: fine jewelry,
collectibles and timepieces 

Owners: Mark and Robin
Levinson

Founded: 1983 in Planta-
tion

Store location: 888 E. Las
Olas Blvd., Fort Lauderdale

Employees: 36
Source: Sun Sentinel research

Las Olas Boulevard seemed to lose its way last year, but now, revival is in the air
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bids for some of Palm
Beach County’s most
high-profile projects. The
fourth-generation con-
tractor has led his 125-
person company to devel-
op expertise in historic
renovation and “green”
building as it also pursues
project management op-
portunities.

He has volunteered his
leadership skills to the
Business Development
Board of Palm Beach
County and the Florida
East Coast chapter of the
Associated General Con-
tractors of America to en-
courage sustainable de-
velopment.

“We take a great deal of
pride in our quality of
work,” Hedrick said.

Leighton, 50, has
grown CRS Jet Spares
from a business based in
his mother’s Hialeah ga-
rage to a $27 million com-
pany with 62 employees
in five U.S. cities and
England. A tenacious
entrepreneur, the chief
executive also has spot-
ted opportunities to make

is his business partner,
and his family for their
support.

Altman, 65, is an astute
businessman whose 40-
year career is grounded
in quality. Altman Cos.
has developed, built, ac-
quired and managed
more than 16,000 multi-
family units in Florida
and five other states since
its start in 1968.

Although the sagging
housing market has made
business challenging for
three years, Altman is
committed to projects he
started during the real es-
tate boom and has gained
attention for holding buy-
ers to their sale agree-
ments.

His legacy includes
Kids @ Home, a charity
he founded that provides
skills to youngsters leav-
ing foster care.

“I’ve been very blessed
to have wonderful role
models, mentors, friends
and partners,” Altman
said, also paying special
tribute to his wife.

Hedrick, 52, has won

his own parts, certified by
the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration. He plans to
expand his business into
China, India and Dubai.

Leighton and his wife,
Diane, are well-known
for their service and fi-
nancial support to Gilda’s
Club of South Florida,
named for the late come-
dian Gilda Radner and
dedicated to helping can-
cer patients and their
families and friends.

“I’ve been blessed to
have a supportive family
and great employees that
believe in me and the mis-
sion of our business,”
Leighton said.

The Excalibur has been
given annually to South
Florida’s business lead-
ers since 1978.

Jaclyn Giovis can be reached at

954-356-4668 or jmgio-

vis@sunsentinel.com.

Doreen Hemlock and Marcia

Heroux Pounds contributed to

this report.
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Award honors achievements
of 5 local business leaders

FREE
SEMINAR EARN 12 % 

Investments in Private Companies for 
Sophisticated Investors Only

Fort Lauderdale Marriot Harbor Beach
3:30 to 5:00 Pm  - March 6th

R.S.V.P  Wall Street Group  954-586-1800

PE- STK OF PAY-
RIOD RATE REC ABLE

➤ IRREGULAR
Formula Systems z 2.27 1-12 2-11

z- Approx. amount per ADR or ADS

➤ STOCK
First Horizn Nat 2.67pc 3-13 4-1
IDT Corp x
x- 1 for 3 reverse split on common
and class C, effective 2-23

➤ CORRECTION
Hologic Inc x
x- 2-1 split shown yesterday
was posted in error by Nasdaq.

➤ INCREASED
AGL Resources Q .43 2-13 3-1
Archer Dan
Midland 

Q .14 2-19 3-12

Hunt, JB Trnsport Q .11 2-12 2-26
Pitney Bowes Q .36 2-20 3-12
Ross Stores Inc Q .11 2-20 3-31

➤ REDUCED
Apollo Invest Q .26 3-19 4-2
Union Bnkshrs VA Q .12 2-16 2-27

➤ SPECIAL
Diamond Offshore 1.875 2-13 3-2
Natl Info Consort .30 2-17 2-27

➤ REGULAR
Airgas Inc Q .16 3-13 3-31
Assured Guaranty Q .045 2-20 3-9
CA Inc Q .04 2-17 3-13
CME Group A Q 1.15 3-10 3-25
Cohu Inc Q .06 3-10 4-24
Diamond Offshore Q .125 2-13 3-2
Evercore Ptnrs A Q .12 2-27 3-13
Fluor Corp Q .125 3-6 4-2
Hasbro Inc Q .20 5-1 5-15
Hawkins Inc S .26 3-20 4-3
Kimco Rlty Q .44 4-6 4-15
Marriott Int’l A Q .0875 4-1 4-29
Minerals Technol Q .05 2-27 3-18
MTS Systems Q .15 3-10 4-1
News Corp A&B S .06 3-11 4-15
Occidental Petro Q .32 3-10 4-15
Power Integrtns Q .025 2-27 3-31
RLI Corp Q .26 3-31 4-15
Schweitzer-Maud Q .15 2-23 3-23
Union Pacific Q .27 2-27 4-1
UnitedHealth Gp A .03 4-2 4-16
Unitrin Inc Q .47 2-13 3-2
Universal Corp Q .46 4-13 5-11
Westwood Hldgs Q .30 3-13 4-1

g-payable in Canadian funds

Thursday dividends declared

space occupied by the ex-
change and eventually
expanded it into the jew-
elry store it is today.

The couple travels the
world in search of rare
diamonds, collectibles
and other interesting jew-
elry and timepieces to
keep their collections
fresh. What they don’t
find, they create in their
own design studio.

“We’ve got something
to fit everybody’s lifestyle
and pocketbooks,” Levin-
son said.

Besides their own crea-
tions, Levinson carries
jewelry and watches by
luxury brands like Bvlga-
ri, Piaget, Jaeger-Le-
Coultre, Penny Preville
and Backes & Strauss
among others. 

“It’s [Levinson] a ter-
rific addition to the boule-
vard,” said Irv Bowen,
chairman and chief exe-
cutive officer of The Las
Olas Co., which owns
much of the retail space
on the street and the his-
toric Riverside Hotel. 

Despite the recent
struggles, retailers still
see value being on the
strip.

Levinson said he’s en-

couraged by the revival
that’s taking place, fueled
in part by restaurants like
YOLO and BOVA Prime
and other newcomers. 

Last year, a few stores
and restaurants on the
corridor closed, some to
make way for construc-
tion to begin on a $100
million Riverside Hotel
redevelopment project,
which later stalled be-
cause of financing obsta-
cles. 

Either way, storefronts
were emptied and long-
time tenants left unhappy
as the boulevard began
losing customers and its
curb appeal. 

In December, Sue Gor-
don of Sue Gordon Bridal
Salon relocated to North
Federal Highway, dis-
heartened by the shutter-
ed stores on the street and
after failing to renegoti-
ate a new lease. Foot traf-
fic had slowed on her cor-
ner when popular hang-
outs Cafe Europa and
O’Hara’s Jazz & Blues Ca-
fe closed. 

Today, while few
spaces remain vacant,
more than 95 percent of
the retail space owned by
The Las Olas Co., is occu-

pied, Bowen said.
Eclectic artsy gift store

Seldom Seen Gallery re-
opened in December after
closing in August when its
owners were near bank-
ruptcy, store manager
Richard Ayers said. 

In November, Palm
Beach-based C. Orrico, a
clothing and accessories
chain with six Florida lo-
cations, opened on Las
Olas Boulevard. 

Casey Orrico said her
family shopped on Las
Olas for 30 years, and
when the opportunity
arose to open a store, she
and her partners — sis-
ters Colleen and Kathie —
jumped at it. 

“We have high hopes
for our store and the Las
Olas area,” she said.

Cafe Europa is also set
to make a comeback far-
ther east on the street. 

“It’s a fantastic oppor-
tunity to be a part of the
re-birthing of Las Olas,”
said Levinson, who has
kept the company’s busi-
ness office in Plantation.

Arlene Satchell can be reached

at asatchell@SunSentinel.com

or 954-356-4209.

» LAS OLAS PAGE 1

Empty stores are active again

join an HMO.
Tampa-based Wellcare,

which is financially ailing,
told the state Jan. 30 that
its Staywell and Health-
Ease HMOs were drop-
ping out because the re-
form was not profitable.
State legislators last
month cut HMO pay-
ments by 3 percent. Three
other Broward HMOs had
dropped out earlier.

Medicaid officials said
in a statement they were
confident 10 remaining
plans in Broward and four

in Jacksonville could ab-
sorb Wellcare patients
with no interruption in
their medical services. Of-
ficials at other plans
agreed, saying a shakeout
was expected.

But critics were skepti-
cal and called on the state
to end the reform or at
least scuttle tentative talk
about expanding it.

“There are a lot of
warning signs and this
disruption only makes
those signs clearer,” said
Joan Alker, a Georgetown

University researcher
tracking the reform.

A state consultant, Uni-
versity of Florida profes-
sor R. Paul Duncan, said it
is “not clear” whether
other HMOs have enough

doctors and providers to
handle Wellcare patients.

Bob LaMendola can be reached

at blamendola@SunSenti-

nel.com or 954-356-4526 or

561-243-6600, Ext. 4526.

» MEDICAID PAGE 1

Reform plan was not profitable, Wellcare says
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